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The Solution for Wisconsin’s Act 86 Used Oil Absorbents Landfill Ban

SORB8 (4-11)

What Is Oil Absorbent Material?
“Oil absorbent material” refers to any product that is 
used to absorb waste oil from any source. The Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resource’s (DNR) definition of oil 
absorbent material includes:

�� Granular “kitty litter” absorbents
�� Oil-dry cloths, rags and wipes
�� Paper toweling 

�� Absorbent pillows, socks, pigs and pads

What Is Waste Oil?
“Waste oil” is defined as petroleum-derived or synthetic oil 
that has been used or spilled, such as:

�� Engine oils
�� Transmission fluid
�� Metalworking fluids and oils
�� Hydraulic fluid
�� Industrial process oils 

Our Unique SorbIts® Absorbent System
The SorbIts® System includes a full line of premier 
launderable, reusable absorbents and towels laundered 
through a patented cleaning process, supported by a 
comprehensive managed service program. 

�� ISO-registered facilities utilize innovative processes 
that recover “waste oil” from soiled SorbIts®

�� No waste profile or manifest required

�� Lower overall cost than disposables

�� Solid waste reduction reports document pounds of 
material eliminated from landfills

�� Waste reduction certificates communicate 
environmental commitment to employees and visitors

ITU, Inc. 888-729-4884  n  AbsorbTech, LLC  800-767-2487  n  www.ITU-AT.com

ITU’s processing facilities are registered to ISO 14001:2004.  n  AbsorbTech’s South Bend processing facility is registered to ISO 14001:2004 and ISO 9001:2008.

As of January 1, 2011, Wisconsin Act 86 prohibits the disposal of used oil absorbent materials in landfills. Be in 
full compliance with this ban by utilizing the SorbIts® System for your facility and field service personnel. ITU 
is listed in the Wisconsin DNR Recycling Markets Directory as an approved provider of compliant absorbents. 

For a complimentary, no-obligation trial 
of the SorbIts® System, call us today!



©2011 ITU, Inc. and AbsorbTech, LLC SORB8 (4-11)

ITU, Inc. 888-729-4884  n  AbsorbTech, LLC  800-767-2487  n  www.ITU-AT.com

“[Do not] dispose of oil absorbent materials 
that contain waste oil in a solid waste 
disposal facility...”

This replaces the previous exception 
which allowed landfilling used oil 
absorbents as long as “... no visible signs of 
free flowing oil remain...”

“Oil absorbent materials” means materials 
that are used to absorb waste oil.”

“Waste oil” means any petroleum-derived or 
synthetic oil that has been used or spilled.”

 Date of enactment:  December 1, 2009
2009 Assembly Bill 258 Date of publication*: December 15, 2009

2009  WISCONSIN  ACT  86
AN ACT to amend 287.95 (1); and to create 287.07 (4m) of the statutes; relating to: the disposal of used automotive

engine oil filters and oil absorbent materials and providing a penalty.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in
senate and assembly, do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 287.07 (4m) of the statutes is created to
read:

287.07 (4m)  OIL FILTERS AND OIL ABSORBENT MATERI-
ALS.  (a)  In this subsection:

1.  “Automotive engine oil” has the meaning given in
s. 287.15 (1) (a).

2.  “Oil absorbent materials” means materials that are
used to absorb waste oil.

3.  “Oil filter” means a filter for automotive engine
oil.

4.  “Waste oil” means any petroleum−derived or syn-
thetic oil that has been used or spilled.

(b)  Beginning on the first day of the 13th month
beginning after publication .... [LRB inserts date], no per-
son may do any of the following:

1.  Dispose of a used oil filter in a solid waste disposal
facility.

2.  Dispose of oil absorbent materials that contain
waste oil in a solid waste disposal facility, except as pro-
vided in par. (c).

(c)  Paragraph (b) 2. does not apply to the disposal of
less than one gallon of oil absorbent materials that con-
tain waste oil resulting from a nonroutine spill.

SECTION 2. 287.95 (1) of the statutes is amended to
read:

287.95 (1)  Any person who violates s. 287.07 (1m)
or (4m) may be required to forfeit $50 for a first violation,
may be required to forfeit $200 for a 2nd violation and
may be required to forfeit not more than $2,000 for a 3rd
or subsequent violation.

*  Section 991.11,  WISCONSIN STATUTES 2007−08 : Effective date of acts.  “Every act and every portion of an act enacted by the legislature over
the governor’s partial veto which does not expressly prescribe the time when it takes effect shall take effect on the day after its date of publication
as designated” by the secretary of state [the date of publication may not be more than 10 working days after the date of enactment].

What You Need to Know About Wisconsin Act 86 

Sustainability

™

SorbIts® and Our Sustainability Philosophy
The SorbIts® Waste Free Absorbent System can be integrated into corporate 
sustainability programs that include ISO 14001, waste reduction, environmental, 5S 
and safety initiatives. The use of SorbIts® can have an immediate measurable impact 
in pounds of solid waste eliminated from landfills, improved safety through fewer 
slips, trips and falls, lower waste disposal costs, and reduced housekeeping expense.

To learn more about our sustainability philosophy and the wide range of solutions we 
deliver through our Genuine Service Excellence team, go to www.ITU-AT.com.

ITU’s processing facilities are registered to ISO 14001:2004.  n  AbsorbTech’s South Bend processing facility is registered to ISO 14001:2004 and ISO 9001:2008.

2010 Wisconsin Corporate Safety Award Winner!


